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How do others learn? 
Educational system of Japan
Education forms people’s mentality and their life attitude. Most European and American people think that Japanese education system, or Asian in general, is based on memorizing and persecuting personality and originality. But nobody really knows how school and the whole system in Japan works. 
The first thing we have to understand is how the whole system works. We have to answer compulsory school attendance start for Japanese children and many other questions. Educational cycle in Japan starts in kindergartens, where pupils are taught two phonetic alphabets (hiragana and katakana) and basic arithmetic operations. Then it continues with primary and secondary education built on model 6-3-3. 6 years of elementary school, 3 years of junior high school and 3 years of high school. Elementary and lower secondary school are compulsory. Schools are subdivided into three types - state, public and private schools. Contrary to other countries of the world, private schools make a big part of the whole system, especially in secondary education.And what is also surprising is the fact that the Japanese used to pay school-fee not only at private high schools, but at all types of schools before 2010. Maybe also this fact has effected the attitude which the Japanese have to education and their motivation to spending much more time studying than students in the rest of world.
What is really different from the West is students’ schedule. A school year starts in April. Why? Because the Japanese have lots of traditions connected with the blossom of sakura and historically it is a symbol of new beginnings. Holidays are settled differently in every area, but generally we can say that in the north holidays are longer in winter and in the south in summer. The school year is divided into three school terms. At the end of every term there is a week filled only with tests from every subject. That brings us to an issue: How are Japanese students tested? 
Most Japanese teachers cannot even imagine examining in front of blackboard, which is really typical in European countries. Knowledge of students is measured only by tests. A short test is on the schedule every hour and usually takes about 5 minutes. It is not unusual that students have to study about 50 new words for every language lesson. And as mentioned above, there is a test week every three or four months. In this week all the students at high schools are tested in every subject. Every test in this week takes more than a hour and there can be questions aboutanything they were taught until this moment. Not only the way of testing is different, submission of homework too. Homework in Japan is not checked in same the way as in other countries. Teachers do not check answers, but only if the student did his work. Then students receive their homework and a sheet with correct answers and their duty is to check answers themselves and mark what they did correctly and where they made mistakes. Together with next homework they also hand over their previous corrected one. By dint of it there students know where they make mistakes and have to go through everything two times.
Reading this, you must think that Japanese students have not a single minute of free time. So how  does normal Japenese school day look like? Every day they have to come to school at 8 o’clock. Before 8.20 most of students finish their homework and study. Then at 8.20 ‘Short Homeroom’ starts - it is class meeting with teacher, when they share all organizational information, hand in homework and checked tests. It is established for saving time in lessons only for actual curriculum. After SHR ‘Reading time’ begins, so every student have to read, it does not matter what he actually reads and students choose books they like, they just have to read something. At 8.50 first lessonstarts. Every lesson has 50 minutes. After four lessons there is a lunch break. Students spend this break in their classes and teachers join them sometimes. They can move desks and eat their lunch-boxes called obentó together. Then tuition continues. In Europe students go home after last lesson, in Japan they do not. After the last lesson there is time stipulated for cleaning, because the tidiness of the whole school is in charge of the students. Then students attend a school free time activity club called bukatsu. Most schools offer sport clubs, art clubs, traditional clubs and science clubs. So students have a wide choice from calligraphy, baseball, cheerleading to traditional sport as aikidó or kendó. These activities are organized by school and at least one teacher is always in the club, but the lead role is fulfilled by the students. Leaders of the school club are usually those, who have been attending this club activity the longest time and are most experienced. The leaders are highly respected, although they are maybe only one year older than others. Clubs end every day at about 5 or 6 o’clock. After leaving school some of the students attend private juku (special training program for university) or English language school and those who go home have still their daily homework from school. Most Japanese students cannot sleep more than 4 hours. The question is: Doesn’t this time table filled with school activities and studying conversely destroy their opportunities for personal development?
We can say only one thing with absolute certainty. The education is a field that we cannot measure easily and every method or methodology has both sides. Every educational system has advantages and disadvantages.
What is the conclusion? Yes, Japanese education system is about memorizing and drill. On the other hand it is also about teaching young people to respect, keep rules and tolerate each other. Discipline, power distance and assiduity - these are typical traits of Japanese culture and mentality and we have not any right to judge it and criticize as we do in many ways. If they wanted, they would be able to say as many drawbacks of our education system as we say about theirs. But they actually do not as result of their culture.
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